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SUBUEG (Unclassified) Course of Action in Comection with Korea 


SUMMARY 

1. On 16 June 1953, the JCS directed CINCFE (Incl 2) to prepare a plan in coordina~ 
tion with CINCPAC and COMSAC, to reflect the course of action recommended by the JCS to the 
NSC, This course of action, in connection with Korea in event current armistice negotia- 
tions breakdown, involves the use of atomic weapons. 


2. In a later message to CINCPAC and GOMSAC (Incl 3), CINCFE Suggested, inasmuch as 
the three commands concerned would have representatives at the Atomic Annex Coordination 
Conference scheduled for 6: July 1953 at Honolulu, that the same conferees effect the co- 
ordination requested by the JOS in their directive to CINCFE' to plan for the use of atomic 
weapons in connection with Korea (par 1. above). 


3. In a message to Gen White (Incl )), Gen LeMay, referring to the CINCFE proposed 
coordination meeting concerning thé use of A-weapons in connection with Korea, doubts that 
anything constructive will be accomplished at this meeting unless the JCS provide conferees 
with a firm concept of operations. He suggests a concept for JCS approval which would; 
first, lay down a strategic atomic offense against North China and Manchuria; second, 
CINCUNC to exploit this offense; and lastly, CINCPAC to support CINCUNC plus such blockade 
of China as may be directed. Gen LeMay is apparently concerned about the timing of the 
strategic attack in event subject course of action is implemented, and proposes, for 
security reasons and so as to obtain maximum surprise, a concept wherein any ground or 
naval operations would be preceded by the strategic atomic offensive. The JCS approved 
course of action (Incl 5), forwarded to SAC under separate cover on 19 Jue 1953, was not 
available to SAC at the time Gen LeMay proposed the above concept. It is believed that 
par 10 of JCS 1776/372 (Incl 5), which emphasizes that ground, navel and air operations, 
including strategic and tactical use of A-weapons, will be timed to obtain maximum surprise 
and impact on the enemy--constitutes guidance which SAC can use as a basis for proposing fi 
his concept to CINCFE and CINCPAC. Therefore, a message to Gen LeMay (Incl 1) has been | 
prepared which; (a) calls his attention to pertinent portions of JCS 1776/3723 (b) concurs! 
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in his proposed concept, but states’ that JCS concurrence is not considered” necessary; (c) 





requests him to keep us advised of those changes he might wish the Air Staff to propose I 
when CINCFE's resulting plan is submitted to the JCS for review and approval. ast 
RECOMMENDATION ba 
h. That DCS/O dispatch the attached message to Gen LeMay (Incl 1). is 
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